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or philosophical intellect. It merely arouses Ineffectual
or aesthetic interest. But a symbol really lives onl^^en
it is the best and highest possible expression of something-
divined but not yet known even to the observer. For
under these circumstances it provokes unconscious partici-
pation. It advances and creates life. As Faust says:
" How differently this token works upon me! "
The living symbol shapes and formulates an essential
unconscious factor, and the more generally this factor
prevails, the more general is the operation of the symbol;
for in every soul it touches an associated chord. Since, on
the one hand the symbol is the best possible expression
of what is still unknown—an expression, moreover, which
cannot be surpassed for the given epoch—it must proceed
from the most complex and differentiated contemporary
mental atmosphere. But since, on the other hand, the
living symbol must embrace and contain that which relates
a considerable group of men for such an effect to be within
its power, it must contain just that which may be common
to a large group of men, Hence, this can never be the
most highly differentiated or the highest attainable, since
only the very few could attain to, or understand it j but it
must be something that is still so primitive that its omni-
presence stands beyond all doubt. Only when the symbol
comprises this something, and brings it to the highest
possible expression, has it any general efficacy. Therein
consists the potent and, at the same time, redeeming effect
of a living, social symbol.
All that I have now said concerning the social
symbol holds good for the individual symbol There are
individual psychic products, whose manifest symbolic
character at once compels a symbolical conception, For
the individual, they possess a similar functional signifi-
cance as the social symbol for a larger human group,
Such products, however, never have an exclusively con-

